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                                                            The Puritan History.

 

The Puritans have a very rich cultural history. Our country was built on them. Some of our founding fathers were puritans. As is common knowledge to all Americans of at least fifth grade age know that the puritans sailed to America on the Mayflower and landed in Plymouth Massachusetts. We have heard of their troubles, their making friends with Squanto and Samoset and of the very first Thanksgiving. But what have we heard of their religion and beliefs? Next to nothing except that they left England to pursue and be able to practice their own beliefs. The only thing we hear about their beliefs in the ‘New World’ is the terror and the persecution of the Salem witch trials. Our children know nothing about our founding fathers beliefs what our country may have been very well built on. Puritans was the name given to a more strict sect of Protestantism. Puritans were at first known for having extremely critical attitudes regarding some of the religious compromises made during the reign of Elizabeth I. The puritan beliefs and goals created a tension filled paradoxical dilemma. Man was not to sin, but he would sin anyway. Man was required to forgive, but evil was ever present. Man was a seeker of salvation, but was helpless against evil. He was to live in hopes of eternal salvation, but he may not have been predetermined by God for salvation. The puritans are one of the most satirized people and some of the most misunderstood. The Protestants believed in working for the good of the community. Just because they had a harsh view on the world we make fun of them for it. The Puritans had a strong belief in the supernatural and in the existence of Satan
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