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Article: Monarchs and the Theatre


Many monarchs loved the theatre and the plays that were produced from it. Queen Elizabeth I especially loved the theatre and during her rein the theatre flourished with great writers and actors. An example of a great playwright would be William Shakespeare.

Some people however, didn’t love the theatre. The puritans and their leader Oliver Cromwell despised the theatre and thought that it was disgusting. The puritans burned the theatre’s down and banned anyone from playing a part in them. Anyone found playing in the theatre would be whipped and be declared an incorrigible rouge. Also anyone found watching the plays would be fined five shillings.
Another Monarch that loved the theatre and was responsible for the upheaval of the puritans was Charles II. Charles II started the theatre once again after the puritans closed it, and he also aloud women to play a part in the theatre.

