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England’s Theaters History


The history of Globe Theaters began with “the Renaissance and the Protestant Reformation, the impact of Shakespeare on the art” (History n.pg). During the Restoration the Puritans lead by Oliver Cromwell burn down the Globe theatre; the grandest theatre in the country which held over 3,000 people. Most of the people who went theaters were rouges, thieves, vagabonds, and the poor. The rouges would gamble and bet money on bear baiting. The reason for the Globe Theater burning down were that the theaters were being used to slack off from shores, stopping the development of industry, and it helped spread the plague around. “With the help of local enthusiast who were against the theater they burned the theater in 1644, soon after outlawed plays. The plays that were performed displayed drinking, fighting, and haughty plot themes. In 1647, stricter rules were passed regarding stage plays and theatres. This culminated in 1648 when all playhouses were ordered to be pulled down. All players were to be seized and whipped, and anyone caught attending a play to be fined five shillings” (OLD n.pg). The “rebirth of the theater did not return until 1660 when King Charles II was on the throne of England, it limited the Puritans power of the government and laws. The theaters reopened and allowed female actors to be apart of the performances. However the Globe Theatre was not rebuilt until 1997” (OLD n.pg). That is the history of the England’s Theaters.
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